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ENGLISH VERSION::

Essence of a Short Essay

A short essay is a piece of writing in which you logically express your opinion in response to a given topic.
The way of writing a short essay is also helpful when tackling English writing exams.

Structure: It is important for enhancing the persuasiveness of your opinion.

Writing in the order of 1) Claim, 2) Reason, 3) Example, 4) Conclusion will result in a clear and easily
understandable logical flow. Let's examine each part.

1.  Claim: | agree/disagree with ~.
For example, if the topic is “Are you a dog person or a cat person?”
First, clearly state whether you are a dog person or a cat person. Since the purpose of a short essay
is to convey your opinion, present your main argument as concisely and clearly as possible in the



first paragraph. Avoid roundabout expressions so that the reader can understand your stance
easily.4

2. Reason: Because ~.
If someone says, “| prefer B when asked whether | favor A or B,” what would you reply? The
questioner, wanting to read your opinion, probably asks, “Why?" Following your claim, briefly and
clearly state your reasons, such as “Because...” or "One reason is that...” Multiple reasons are
allowed.5

3. Example: For instance, ~.
If someone says, “l am a cat person because cats are easy to take care of,” skeptics might still think,
“Really?” To reinforce your point, give specific examples, such as “For example, generally, dogs
need their paws to be wiped after going outside and can get muddy during play in the yard,
requiring baths, while cats lick their entire body to stay clean, making baths unnecessary.” Thus,
even if someone doubts “Cats are easier to take care of,” they cannot deny the very fact that “Cats
keep themselves clean,” which strengthens your main point.¢

4. Conclusion: For these reasons, | agree/disagree with ~.
In the final paragraph, restate your main claim. This is where you summarize your argument, provide
supporting reasons, and examples that persuade the reader. Ending with a reiteration of your
strongest point leaves a lasting impression. Especially for longer essays, the reader might forget
your main message amidst the details, so clearly restate your core idea and declare, “Therefore, |
think that (your stance).”

Practice: Let's practice with some sample topics. To develop logical thinking and multifaceted perspectives,
try writing short essays from both supporting and opposing viewpoints.

1. Do you think high school students should study abroad?
2. Do you support the death penalty?
3. Do you agree with same-sex marriage?

4. Do you think studying classical Japanese (kobun) in high school is important?

Self-Editing: Refer to the checklist below to review and improve your writing:

. Is your claim concise and easy to understand?

4 You should not answer with something you were not asked, like “I don’t like cats or dogs, but | do like reptiles.” Instead, you can
make a claim such as “If | had to choose, | am a cat person,” and adopt an argument that both cats and dogs are roughly equally
good. Then, in the conclusion, you can lightly add the charm of reptiles.

5 When making an argument, stick to objective, logical reasons and avoid subjective, emotional ones. For example, simply saying,
"I'm against the death penalty because it's a shame/it's sad," makes your personal feelings the foundation of your argument. This is a
weak stance that can be easily dismissed with a simple, "l disagree." Instead, choose a reason based on objective facts that people
can't easily refute, such as, "I'm against the death penalty because the risk of executing an innocent person can never be fully
eliminated."

6 Another strategy is to state a counterargument and then refute it, instead of providing a specific example. For instance, you could
acknowledge the opposing view by saying, "It's true that small dogs like Chihuahuas, which are primarily kept indoors, may be as
clean as cats and not need baths." You then rebut this by adding, "However, most dogs need walks and enjoy running on dirt at dog
parks. As a result, it's more likely that dogs need baths." This approach uses the counterargument to strengthen your own claim.



. Are your reasons objective and not overly emotional?
. Are you effectively using examples and counterarguments to strengthen your essay?

. Are you clearly indicating reasons, examples, and conclusions with words like “because,” “for
example,” or “thus”?

. After reading, does someone with opposing views find your argument convincing and
understandable?

Editing Service: At Tankyu, we offer editing services for short essays and English writing problems. Please
feel free to use them!



